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ABSTRACT: <PQ[�XIXMZ�NWK][M[�WV�.ZIVKQ[�*IKWV¼[�
M[[Ia��¹7N �8TIV\I\QWV[º���������IVL�5QKPMT�LM�5WV-
\IQOVM¼[�M[[Ia��¹7N �+IVVQJIT[º���� ����1�_QTT�IZO]M�\PI\�
the essayists discuss colonization through similar, yet 
KWVÆQK\QVO�TMV[M[�[PIXML�Ja�0]UIVQ[U��ZMTQOQWV��IVL�
XWTQ\QKIT�I]\PWZQ\a��*W\P�M[[IaQ[\[�LQ[K][[�X]ZQ\a��[QV��IVL�
Edenic landscapes in the “New World” and fear Euro-
XMIV�TML�KWZZ]X\QWV�QV�\PM�VM_�[XIKM��<PMa��PW_M^MZ��
IZZQ^M�I\�LQٺMZMV\�KWVKT][QWV[�ZMOIZLQVO�\PM�R][\QÅKI\QWV�
for colonization. Examining the literature produced 
L]ZQVO�\PQ[�XMZQWL�Q[�ZMTM^IV\�I[�KWV\MUXWZIZa�ZMIL-
ers can gain a deeper understanding of  the ideas that 
contribute to ongoing colonization today.
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KZMLQJQTQ\a�I[�\PQVSMZ[��*W\P�_ZQ\MZ[�_MZM�_MTT�ML]KI\ML�
and hold authority in European society. Their opinions 
PI^M�[_IaML�JW\P�PQ[\WZQKIT�IVL�KWV\MUXWZIZa�ZMILMZ[��
*IKWV�_I[�I�0]UIVQ[\��XPQTW[WXPMZ��M[[IaQ[\��IVL�
XWTQ\QKQIV��0M�_I[�ZIQ[ML�I[�I�+IT^QVQ[\�IVL�_I[�IT[W�\PM�
QV^MV\WZ�WN �\PM�;KQMV\QÅK�5M\PWL��3TMQV�IVL�/QOTQWVQ���
5WV\IQOVM�_I[�IT[W�I�0]UIVQ[\��XPQTW[WXPMZ��IVL�
essayist, but he was a Catholic (Foglia and Ferrari). As 
0]UIVQ[\[��\PMa�^IT]ML�P]UIV�IOMVKa�IVL�M`XTWZI\QWV�
I[�UMIV[�\W�TMIZV�UWZM�IJW]\�\PM�_WZTL��?PQTM�0]-
manism is not a monolithic philosophy by any means, 
1�IZO]M�\PI\�NWZ�5WV\IQOVM�IVL�*IKWV��0]UIVQ[U�_I[�
inseparable from religion. The combination of  their 
ZM[XMK\Q^M�ZMTQOQWV[�IVL�^MZ[QWV[�WN �0]UIVQ[U�Q[�_PI\�
[MXIZI\ML�\PMU�NZWU�R][\QNaQVO�KWTWVQbI\QWV��0W_M^MZ��
*IKWV¼[�XW[Q\QWV�QV�XWTQ\QK[�IVL�[KQMVKM�IT[W�XTIaML�I�
ZWTM�QV�PQ[�I\\Q\]LM[�\W_IZL[�KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\�
 
+WTWVQbI\QWV�<PZW]OP�*IKWV�IVL�5WV\IQOVM¼[�
Notions of  Humanism, Religion, and Political 
Authority

*IKWV¼[�0]UIVQ[U�\WWS�WV�I�UWZM�XZIOUI\QK�NWZU�
JMKI][M�PM�_I[�I�UIV�WN �[KQMVKM�IVL�OW^MZVUMV\��
yet he was also informed by his religion. For example, 
;IZIP�1Z^QVO�IZO]M[�\PI\�*IKWV¼[�KWVKMZV[�ZMOIZLQVO�
Indigenous dispossession were not primarily moral but 
instead, epistemological as he wants to return to “man-
SQVL¼[�WZQOQVIT�MUXQZM�WN �SVW_TMLOM�º��������1Z^QVO¼[�
argument is compelling because the use of  the word 
¹WZQOQVITº�M^WSM[�\PQ[�[MV[M�WN �JMOQVVQVO�IVL�OMVM[Q[��
_PQKP�Q[�Y]Q\M�ZMTM^IV\�QV�JQJTQKIT�\MZU[��\PM�7ZQOQVIT�
;QV���1Z^QVO¼[�KWUUMV\[�[QU]T\IVMW][Ta�KWV\ZQJ]\M�\W�
_Pa�*IKWV�UIa�PI^M�R][\QÅML�\PM�KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\#�
\W�PQU��Q\�_I[�I�[KQMVKM�M`XMZQUMV\��0Q[�_WZS�WV�\PM�
[KQMV\QÅK�UM\PWL�ITTW_[�][�\W�UISM�IV�QVNMZMVKM�IJW]\�
¹7N �8TIV\I\QWV[�º�I[�Q\�KIV�KMZ\IQVTa�JM�ZMIL�I[�I�O]QLM�
WV�PW_�\W�UIVQX]TI\M�KMZ\IQV�^IZQIJTM[��TQSM�\PM�¹[I^-
IOM[º��\W�ZMIX�\PM�JMVMÅ\[�WN �\PM�ZM[XWVLQVO�^IZQIJTM�
�*IKWV��!���

5WV\IQOVM��PW_M^MZ��ILUQZM[�1VLQOMVW][�VI\QWV[��
their culture, and their knowledge systems, whether it 
is their traditional cuisine, such as the root drinks, or 
\PMQZ�^IT]M[�IZW]VL�_IZ��5WV\IQOVM��� �������1�IZO]M�
\PI\�5WV\IQOVM¼[�+I\PWTQK�]XJZQVOQVO�UIa�PI^M�JMMV�
why he could not rationalize imposing European ideas 
on the Indigenous nation in the essay, as it could be 
QV\MZXZM\ML�I[�I�[QV�\W�QVLWK\ZQVI\M�WZ�LMKMQ^M�QVVWKMV\�
people. For example, when Montaigne discusses the 
prophets of  the Tupinambá tribe, he asserts that false 
ZM^MTI\QWV[�UILM�Ja�\PM�XZWXPM\[�TML�\W�[M^MZM�X]V-
Q[PUMV\#�5WV\IQOVM�Q[�NI[KQVI\ML�_Q\P�\PQ[�QLMI�I[�PM�
_ZQ\M[��¹LQ^QVI\QWV�Q[�I�OQN\�WN �/WL#�\PI\�Q[�_Pa�Q\[�IJ][M�
[PW]TL�JM�X]VQ[PML�I[�QUXW[\]ZMº����!���5WV\IQOVM¼[�

Introduction

<PZW]OPW]\�.ZIVKQ[�*IKWV¼[�¹7N �8TIV\I\QWV[º�������
IVL�5QKPMT�LM�5WV\IQOVM¼[�¹7N �+IVVQJIT[º���� ����
\PM�_ZQ\MZ[�XZW^QLML�QV[QOP\[�QV\W�\PM�_Ia[�\PM�¹6M_�
World” and Indigenous communities were understood 
by European thinkers during the Age of  Exploration. 
*IKWV�LM[KZQJM[�PW_�\W�M[\IJTQ[P�[]KKM[[N]T�IVL�NZ]Q\N]T�
colonies, and Montaigne discusses the cultural prac-
\QKM[��^IT]M[��IVL�TIVL[KIXM�WN �\PM�<]XQVIUJn�\ZQJM�QV�
*ZIbQT��1V�\PQ[�XIXMZ��1�_QTT�IZO]M�\PI\�KWUXIZQVO�\PM�
\_W�M[[Ia[�Q[�XZWL]K\Q^M�JMKI][M�Q\�WXMV[�]X�IV�QV\MZ-
M[\QVO�LQ[K][[QWV�QV^WT^QVO�PW_�\PM�_ZQ\MZ[¼�VW\QWV[�WN �
0]UIVQ[U��ZMTQOQWV��IVL�XWTQ\QKIT�I]\PWZQ\a�[PIXM�\PMQZ�
XMZ[XMK\Q^M[�WV�KWTWVQbI\QWV�L]ZQVO�\PM�MIZTa�UWLMZV�
period in Europe.

1�_QTT�ÅZ[\�JMOQV�\PQ[�XIXMZ�Ja�LQ[K][[QVO�JW\P�_ZQ\MZ[¼�
0]UIVQ[\�IVL�ZMTQOQW][�JMTQMN[�IVL�XWTQ\QKIT�XW[Q\QWV[��
which I also argue, are the reasons behind the oppo-
[Q\QWV�JM\_MMV�\PM[M�\_W�_ZQ\MZ[¼�^QM_[�WV�KWTWVQbI-
\QWV��)[�IV�QLMWTWOa��0]UIVQ[U�Q[�U]T\QNIKML��J]\�Q\�
is generally the belief  that positions human interests 
IVL�_MTNIZM�IJW^M�ITT�MT[M��¹0]UIVQ[U�V�º���;MKWVL��
1�_QTT�IXXTa�I�KWUXIZI\Q^M�ZMILQVO�\W�¹7N �8TIV\I\QWV[º�
and “Of  Cannibals” in order to explain how a shared 
]VLMZ[\IVLQVO�WN �ZMTQOQW][�TQ\MZI\]ZM��[XMKQÅKITTa�\PM�
*QJTM��XZW^QLM[�JW\P�_ZQ\MZ[�I�NI[KQVI\QWV�NWZ�X]ZQ\a�IVL�
^Q[]ITQbQVO�-LMVQK�TIVL[KIXM[�QV�VM_�[XIKM[��<PMa�IT[W�
both recognize the potential for the “New World” to be 
\IQV\ML�Ja�-]ZWXMIV[��1�_QTT�\PMV�M`\MVL�\PQ[�KWV^MZ-
[I\QWV�WN �ZMTQOQWV�\W�\PM�M[[Ia[¼�QUXTQKQ\�QV^WKI\QWV�
WN �\PM�[\WZa�WN �)LIU�IVL�-^M��_PQKP�[QU]T\IVMW][Ta�
complicates European notions of  superiority and 
\PM�KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\��.QVITTa��1�_QTT�N]Z\PMZ�M`XTIQV�\PM�
\MV[QWV�JM\_MMV�*IKWV�IVL�5WV\IQOVM¼[�_WZS��*IKWV�
QV[Q[\[�\PI\�WVTa�\PM�-]ZWXMIV�KWTWVQbMZ[�KIV�K]T\Q^I\M�
the landscape and teach the inhabitants how to be 
UWZM�¹KQ^QTQbML�º�0M�R][\QÅM[�KWTWVQbI\QWV�\PZW]OP�
XZWÅ\�I[�\PM�TIVL�IVL�Q\[�QVPIJQ\IV\[�IZM�KWUUWLQ\QM[�
\PI\�_QTT�QVM^Q\IJTa�UISM�PQ[�KW]V\Za�_MIT\PQMZ��5MIV-
while, Montaigne applies a cross-cultural analysis to 
\PM�<]XQVIUJn�\ZQJM�IVL�KWVLMUV[�KWTWVQbI\QWV��0M�
encourages Europeans to confront their own insecu-
ZQ\QM[��*a�TWWSQVO�I\�\PM[M�NIK\WZ[��ZMILMZ[�KIV�OIQV�I�
LMMXMZ�]VLMZ[\IVLQVO�WN �_PI\�QVÆ]MVKM[�\PM�_ZQ\MZ[�
\W�IXXZWIKP�KWV^MZ[I\QWV[�IJW]\�\PM�¹6M_�?WZTLº�QV�
\PMQZ�ZM[XMK\Q^M�\M`\[�
 
0]UIVQ[U�QV�*IKWV�IVL�5WV\IQOVM¼[�4QNM

If  readers wish to understand why the writers are in op-
XW[Q\QWV��Q\�Q[�QUXWZ\IV\�\W�LQ[K][[�0]UIVQ[U¼[�IXXTQKI-
\QWV�QV�\PM�\M`\��.QZ[\��_M�U][\�[Q\]I\M�*IKWV�IVL�5WV-
taigne in their historical context and understand their 
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assertion demonstrates his belief  in the sanctity of  the 
?WZL�WN �/WL�IVL�PW_�Q\�[PW]TL�VM^MZ�JM�UIVQX]TI\-
ML��0M�[MMU[�\W�JM�Y]Q\M�ZQOQL�QV�\PM�QLMI�WN �ZMTQOQW][�
IOMVKa�IVL�R][\QKM��

5WZMW^MZ��5WV\IQOVM�_I[�VW\�QV�\PM�[IUM�XWTQ\QKIT�XW-
[Q\QWV�I[�*IKWV���1\�_I[�TQSMTa�\PI\�PM�_I[�VW\�KWUXMTTML�
to compromise his belief  system in ways politicians 
IZW]VL�PQU�PIL�\W��1V�)TIQV�4MOZW[¼�_WZS��_M�TMIZV�
\PI\�5WV\IQOVM�_I[�I�^MZa�ZMTQOQW][�XMZ[WV�J]\�KPW[M�\W�
express his ideas in a more secular way because of  his 
JMTQMN �QV�0]UIVQ[U��_PMZM�PM�¹KWV[QLMZ[�\PM�0]UIV�
aspect of  Christian faith and religion to be within his 
X]Z^QM_º�������4MOZW[¼�KWUUMV\[�[]OOM[\�\PI\�LM[XQ\M�
5WV\IQOVM¼[�I\\MUX\[�I\�[MK]TIZQ[U��QVM^Q\IJTa�PM�Q[�
QVÆ]MVKML�Ja�PQ[�ZMTQOQWV��UMIVQVO�PQ[�0]UIVQ[U�_I[�
IT[W�QVNWZUML�Ja�PQ[�+I\PWTQK�]XJZQVOQVO��*W\P�5WV-
\IQOVM�IVL�*IKWV�MUXTWa�*QJTQKIT�QLMI[�[]KP�I[�X]ZQ\a�
and Edenic spaces in their writing, indicating that 
JW\P�_ZQ\MZ[�IZM�PMI^QTa�QVÆ]MVKML�Ja�\PMQZ�ZM[XMK\Q^M�
religions.
 
<PM�4IVO]IOM�WN �8]ZQ\a�IVL�\PM�/IZLMV�WN �
Eden in “Of  Plantations” and “Of  Cannibals”

The writers’ discussions of  purity and nature inter-
IK\�_Q\P�\PM�/IZLMV�WN �-LMV��1V�*IKWV¼[�_WZS��PM�
emphasizes how he prefers colonies in “a pure soil” 
and expands on this sense of  purity as he dedicates a 
large part of  the essay to the crops that the colonies 
_QTT�aQMTL��0M�M^MV�\ISM[�\PM�\QUM�\W�TQ[\�IVL�KI\MOW-
ZQbM�\PM�KZWX[��*IKWV��!������?PQTM�\PMZM�Q[�MKWVWUQK�
QUXWZ\IVKM�\PZW]OPW]\�*IKWV¼[�M[[Ia��PM�JMOQV[�\PM�
XQMKM�Ja�[IaQVO�KWTWVQM[�IZM�¹IVKQMV\��XZQUQ\Q^M��IVL�
PMZWQKITº�[XIKM[���!����*IKWV¼[�KWUUMV\[�IJW]\�X]ZQ\a�
IVL�XZQUQ\Q^Q\a��1�IZO]M��IZM�QVPMZMV\Ta�KWVVMK\ML�\W�\PM�
/IZLMV�WN �-LMV�I[�PQ[�KPWQKM�WN �LQK\QWV�QV^WSM[�\PQ[�
*QJTQKIT�[\WZa�\PI\�PQ[�[WKQM\a�JMTQM^M[�Q[�\PM�XZMK]Z[WZ�\W�
European society.
         
In “Of  Cannibals,” Montaigne’s discussions about 
purity focus primarily on Tupinambá’ culture as he 
compares them to the landscape: “those people are 
_QTL��R][\�I[�_M�KITT�_QTL�\PM�NZ]Q\[�\PI\�6I\]ZM�PI[�
produced by herself  and in her normal course” (Mon-
\IQOVM�������5WV\IQOVM¼[�MUXPI[Q[�WV�VI\]ZM�IVL�NZ]Q\[�
Q[�KWUXIZIJTM�\W�\PM�KZWX[�\PI\�*IKWV�LQ[K][[M[�QV�PQ[�
work. Montaigne also stresses that the purity and order 
\PI\�KWUM[�_Q\P�JMQVO�¹]VKQ^QTQbML�º�0M�KTIQU[�\PI\�\PQ[�
Q[�M[[MV\QITTa�VWV�M`Q[\MV\�QV�-]ZWXMIV�[WKQM\a��������
Montaigne further extends the comparison to the land 
IVL�KTQUI\M�WN �\PM�)UMZQKI[��0M�[Ia[�\PI\�PQ[�_Q\VM[[M[�
PI^M�\WTL�PQU�\PI\�\PM�UQTL�KTQUI\M�Q[�_Pa�\PM�XMWXTM�
IZM�[W�PMIT\Pa"�¹\PMa�C5WV\IQOVM¼[�_Q\VM[[M[E�PI^M�I[-
[]ZML�UM�\PI\�\PMa�VM^MZ�[I_�WVM�XIT[QML��JTMIZa�MaML��

\WW\PTM[[�WZ�JMV\�_Q\P�IOMº���� ����5WV\IQOVM¼[�KTIQU[�
steer the reader towards the understanding that the Tu-
XQVIUJn�\ZQJM�TQ^M�QV�\PM�SQVL�WN �XIZILQ[M�KWVKMQ^ML�QV�
the Garden of  Eden as it is free from sickness and pain.
While the language of  purity and the use of  landscape 
QV�5WV\IQOVM�IVL�*IKWV¼[�_WZS�N]VK\QWV�LQٺMZMV\Ta��
JW\P�QUXTQKQ\Ta�QV^WSM�\PM�[\WZa�WN �)LIU�IVL�-^M��
,]M�\W�-^M¼[�UQ[LMML�QV�\PM�/IZLMV��ITT�P]UIV[�IZM�
born with the capacity to sin. If  the land is as pure and 
Edenic as the writers describe it to be, then the inhab-
Q\IV\[�WN �\PI\�TIVL[KIXM�U][\�IT[W�JM�X]ZM��)V�QVÆ]`�
of  otherness, or, in this case, colonizers, into the region 
will certainly taint the land. Montaigne’s discussions 
about the Tupinambá tribe resemble the Garden of  
-LMV�JMNWZM�-^M�I\M�\PM�NZ]Q\��5WV\IQOVM�QUJ]M[�\PM�
[IUM�QOVWZIVKM�IVL�QVVWKMVKM�\PI\�)LIU�IVL�-^M�
M`MUXTQÅML�WV\W�\PM�<]XQVIUJn�XMWXTM��0M�IT[W�QV[Q[\[�
that contact with European knowledge systems would 
result in the Indigenous peoples being “tricked” as they 
would regret learning from the Europeans since they 
_QTT�VW�TWVOMZ�PI^M�\PM�QVVWKMVKM�\PMa�WVKM�PMTL��������
Montaigne reassigns the role of  the Serpent from the 
/IZLMV�WN �-LMV�\W�\PM�-]ZWXMIV[��0Q[�M[[Ia�_WZS[�
IOIQV[\�\PM�KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\�I[�Q\�KWUXTQKI\M[�QLMWTWOQM[�
of  European superiority.

*IKWV�LQ[IOZMM[�_Q\P�5WV\IQOVM�IVL�Q[�PIXXa�NWZ�-]-
ropeans to take on the Serpent-like role as he encour-
IOM[�KWTWVQbMZ[�\W�[MVL�\PM�¹[I^IOM[º�\W�-]ZWXM�[W�\PMa�
KIV�IXXZMKQI\M�I�XTIKM�¹JM\\MZº�\PIV�\PMQZ�W_V��*IKWV�
�!����1V\MZM[\QVOTa��*IKWV¼[�KTIQU�\PI\�-]ZWXM�Q[�I�JM\\MZ�
XTIKM�\PIV�\PM�¹6M_�?WZTLº�KWVÆQK\[�_Q\P�PQ[�MIZTQMZ�
discussions about how not all Europeans are inher-
MV\Ta�OWWL�IVL�KQ^QTQbML��.WZ�\PM�KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\�\W�JM�
successful, he states that the “scum of  people and the 
wicked condemned men” cannot be sent to the colony 
JMKI][M�\PMa�_QTT�¹[XWQTM\P�\PM�XTIV\I\QWVº���!����1N �*I-
KWV�_IV\[�UW\Q^I\ML�_WZSMZ[�\W�KWUM�\W�\PM�KWTWVQM[��
why would he send the Indigenous people to Europe if  
\PMa�KW]TL�_Q\VM[[�\PM�¹[K]U�WN �XMWXTMº���!��'�=VTQSM�
5WV\IQOVM��*IKWV�JMTQM^M[�\PI\�\PMZM�IZM�-]ZWXMIV[�
X]ZM�MVW]OP�\W�UIVIOM�IVL�K]T\Q^I\M�\PM�KWTWVQM[��TQSM�
VWJTMUMV�IVL�OMV\TMUMV���!������*IKWV�R][\QÅM[�PQ[�
KWTWVQIT�XZWRMK\�Ja�[\ZM[[QVO�\PI\�UMV�[PW]TL�JM�ITTW_ML�
\W�XZWÅ\�Wٺ�\PM�_QTLMZVM[[�JMKI][M�¹\PMa�PI^M�/WL�
IT_Ia[��IVL�0Q[�[MZ^QKM��JMNWZM�\PMQZ�MaM[º���!����*IKWV�
VM^MZ�ZMITTa�\PQVS[�WN �ZMTQOQWV�QV�PQ[�M[[Ia��]VTM[[�Q\�Q[�\W�
push his own agenda.

This particular agenda can be attributed to his political 
power in England at the time. As someone who held 
\Q\TM[�TQSM�4WZL�+PIVKMTTWZ�IVL�;WTQKQ\WZ�/MVMZIT��PM�
was likely writing for an English audience who was 
N]VLQVO�WZ�M`MZ\QVO�XWTQ\QKIT�QVÆ]MVKM�W^MZ�\PM�KWTWVQIT�
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XZWRMK\��3TMQV�IVL�/QOTQWVQ���1\�Q[�XMZPIX[�UW[\�M^QLMV\�
towards the end of  the essay as he argues, “it is the 
sinfullest [sic] thing in the world to forsake or destitute 
I�XTIV\I\QWV�WVKM�QV�NWZ_IZLVM[[º���!����/Q^MV�\PI\�-]-
ZWXMIV�KWTWVQbI\QWV�WN �VM_�TIVL[�_I[�PMI^QTa�LZQ^MV�Ja�
MKWVWUQK�OIQV��*IKWV�_I[�QV�I�XW[Q\QWV�XZMLQKI\ML�WV�
M^IT]I\QVO�\PM�_MIT\P�\PI\�_I[�\W�JM�IKK]U]TI\ML�NZWU�
the colonies. If  he were to discuss and critique Euro-
XMIV�QVÆ]MVKM�W^MZ�1VLQOMVW][�KWUU]VQ\QM[�QV�_Ia[�
5WV\IQOVM�PIL��1�IZO]M�\PI\�*IKWV�_W]TL�PI^M�TQSMTa�
JMMV�[\ZQXXML�WN �PQ[�XWTQ\QKIT�\Q\TM[��*IKWV¼[�KWUUMV\[��
_PM\PMZ�PM�[\WWL�Ja�\PMU�WZ�VW\��_MZM�QVM^Q\IJTa�
ZMÆMK\Q^M�WN �I�XWTQ\QKIT�IOMVLI�
 
Conclusion

*a�IXXTaQVO�I�KWUXIZI\Q^M�TMV[�\W�¹7N �8TIV\I\QWV[º�
IVL�¹7N �+IVVQJIT[�º�_M�_Q\VM[[�PW_�0]UIVQ[U��
religion, and political authority inform the writers’ 
XMZ[XMK\Q^M[�WV�KWTWVQbI\QWV�IVL�_PM\PMZ�WZ�VW\�\PMa�
KW]TL�R][\QNa�Q\[�X]ZXW[M��5WV\IQOVM�IVL�*IKWV�[PIZM�
[WUM�[QUQTIZ�^QM_[�WV�KWTWVQbI\QWV�QV�\PMQZ�M[[Ia[��OQ^MV�
\PMQZ�LQ[K][[QWV�WN �*QJTQKIT�QLMI[�[]KP�I[�X]ZQ\a�IVL�
KWZZ]X\QWV�WN �-LMVQK�[XIKM[��0W_M^MZ��\PMa�]T\QUI\MTa�
KWVKMQ^M�\PM�KWTWVQIT�IOMVLI�LQٺMZMV\Ta��*IKWV¼[�XWTQ\Q-
KIT�XW[Q\QWV�IVL�NWK][�WV�XZWÅ\�IVL�KWUUWLQNaQVO�\PM�
land and its people enable him to support colonization. 
5WV\IQOVM¼[�M[[Ia�[\IVL[�QV�[\IZS�KWV\ZI[\�\W�*IKWV¼[�
I[�PQ[�_ZQ\QVO�ZMÆMK\[�[SMX\QKQ[U�IZW]VL�-]ZWXMIV�[]-
periority and colonization. These works urge those in-
terested in the discourse about ongoing colonization to 
trace colonial attitudes and mindsets back to literature 
from early modern Europe. As contemporary readers, 
we recognize the inherent issues at play in both works 
IVL�KIV�]VLMZ[\IVL�PW_�5WV\IQOVM�IVL�*IKWV¼[�^QM_[�
shape our notions of  colonialism, economics, religion, 
IVL�0]UIVQ[U��5WZMW^MZ��UIVa�UWZM�KWV\MUXWZIZa�
readers are exploring the functions of  ongoing colonial-
QbI\QWV�IVL�Q\[�MٺMK\[�WV�1VLQOMVW][�VI\QWV[�IKZW[[�\PM�
globe today.
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