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in the Gulf  War of  1991 leading to the Coalition’s swift 
^QK\WZa�W^MZ�1ZIYQ�NWZKM[��2WPV�*WaL¼[�XZM[MV\I\QWV[�\W�
=�;�OW^MZVUMV\�WٻKQIT[�[M^MZIT�aMIZ[�JMNWZM�\PM�/]TN �
?IZ�_W]TL�M^MV\]ITTa�XZW^M�\W�JM�I�KZQ\QKIT��QN �VW\�
]VPMZITLML�UWUMV\�QV�\PM�LM^MTWXUMV\�WN �\PM�UWLMZV�
)UMZQKIV�UQTQ\IZa�[\ZI\MOa��*WaL¼[�\PMWZMU[�IJW]\�UQT-
Q\IZa�[\ZI\MOa�XZW^ML�\W�JM�ZM^WT]\QWVIZa�I[�WVM�_ZQ\MZ�
PI[�KTIQUML�\PI\�2WPV�*WaL�Q[�WVM�WN �\PM�OZMI\�UQTQ\IZa�
strategists of  all time, comparing him to the likes of  
;]V�<b]�IVL�+IZT�>WV�+TI][M_Q\b��1VLMML��*WaL�UIa�
JM�XIZ\Ta�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ�QVRMK\QVO�\PM�)UMZQKIV�_IZ�
LWK\ZQVM�_Q\P�I�NZM[P�XMZ[XMK\Q^M�NWTTW_QVO�\PM�LMJIKTM�
SVW_V�I[�\PM�>QM\VIU�?IZ��)TWVO[QLM�PQ[�LM^MTWXUMV\�
WN �I�UWLMZV�LWK\ZQVM�WN �_IZ��*WaL�_I[�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ�
PMTXQVO�LM^MTWX�\PM�.����IVL�.����IQZKZIN\[��+TMIZTa��
\PM�MٺWZ\[�WN �+WTWVMT�*WaL�XTIaML�IV�QUXWZ\IV\�ZWTM�QV�
\PM�ZM^Q\ITQbI\QWV�WN �\PM�)UMZQKIV�_IZ�UIKPQVM�
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The key pillar of  Iraq’s system was their air force. To 
incite panic and confusion amongst Iraqi command, 
the Coalition targeted and destroyed Iraqi control 
IVL�KWUU]VQKI\QWV�KMV\MZ[��<]KSMZ�2WVM[������������
+WTWVMT�*WaL�MUXPI[QbML�\PI\�[XMML�KWUJQVML�_Q\P�
V]UMZQKIT�UQ[UI\KPM[�_W]TL�KI][M�I�[]ٻKQMV\�IUW]V\�
of  chaos that will lead to a quick collapse of  enemy 
ZM[Q[\IVKM��*WaL������������<PM�+WITQ\QWV¼[�ILPMZMVKM�
\W�+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�\PMWZa�XZW^ML�\W�JM�LMKQ[Q^M�I[�\PM�
+WITQ\QWV�IKPQM^ML�IQZ�LWUQVIVKM�_Q\PQV�I�LIa��I[�
1ZIY�TW[\�ÅN\a�XMZKMV\�WN �\PMQZ�PWTLQVO[�IVL�VMIZTa�
\_W�P]VLZML�IQZKZIN\��<]KSMZ�2WVM[������������<PZW]OP�
NWTTW_QVO�+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�IL^QKM��\PM�+WITQ\QWV�LM-
[\ZWaML�1ZIY¼[�IQZ�NWZKM�_Q\P�I�^IZQM\a�WN �I\\IKS[�TQSM�
sorties and bombing missions, demonstrating that the 
key Iraqi system was shattered early-on, which caused 
widespread panic and defections within their own army 
�<]KSMZ�2WVM[������������<PQ[�NWZKML�;ILLIU�0][[MQV�
into an impossible situation leading to his downfall, as 
he could no longer rely on his air force to help him. 
�<]KSMZ�2WVM[�����������
         
6M`\��+WTWVMT�*WaL�MUXPI[QbML�][QVO�UIVM]^MZ�_IZ-
fare as the prime strategy for future campaigns. Colonel 
*WaL¼[�\PMWZa�IJW]\�][QVO�[XMML�IVL�]VXZMLQK\IJQTQ\a�
to foster internal chaos works seamlessly with the intent 
WN �UIVM]^MZ�_IZNIZM��)[�I�ZM[]T\�WN �\PQ[��+WTWVMT�*WaL�
^QM_ML�NZWV\IT�I[[I]T\[�I[�]VQUIOQVI\Q^M�JTWWLJI\P[�
�*WaL������������)KKWZLQVO�\W�+WTWVMT�*WaL��\PM�
IQU�WN �UIVM]^MZ�_IZNIZM�Q[�\W��¹LQ[WZQMV\��LQ[Z]X\��WZ�
W^MZTWIL�\PW[M�\PI\�IL^MZ[IZa�LMXMVL[�]XWV��QV�WZLMZ�
to magnify friction, shatter cohesion, produce paral-
a[Q[��IVL�JZQVO�IJW]\�PQ[�KWTTIX[Mº��*WaL�������������
When General Schwarzkopf  went to then-Secretary of  
,MNMV[M�,QKS�+PMVMa�_Q\P�XTIV[�WN �I�NZWV\IT�I[[I]T\��
+PMVMa�XZWUX\Ta�LQ[UQ[[ML�;KP_IZbSWXN ��3MTTa�������
         
+PMVMa�KZMLQ\[�+WTWVMT�*WaL�_Q\P�\PM�KZQ\QKIT�¹TMN\�
PWWSº�UIVM]^MZ�WN �\PM�KIUXIQOV�_PQKP�LM^I[\I\ML�
1ZIYQ�NWZKM[�IVL�[I^ML�UIVa�)UMZQKIV�TQ^M[��3MTTa�
�������6W_��I�¹TMN\�PWWSº�Q[�I�UQTQ\IZa�\MZU�_PMZM�
IV�IZUa�I\\IKS[�\PM�MVMUa¼[�ÆIVS��IVL�M^MV\]ITTa�
surrounds the enemy’s forces. Initially, Schwarzkopf  
_IV\ML�\W�KWVL]K\�I�NZWV\IT�I[[I]T\�\PZW]OP�\PM�3]-
_IQ\Q�WQTÅMTL[��LM[XQ\M�\PM�1ZIYQ�XTIV[�\W�[M\�UQVMÅMTL[�
IVL�QOVQ\M�����WQT�ÅMTL[�WV�ÅZM���<]KSMZ�2WVM[�������
�����<PM�1ZIYQ�XTIV[�_W]TL�KI][M�IV�MV^QZWVUMV\IT�
disaster and create a situation where Coalition forces 
would struggle to push through the mess, leading them 
^]TVMZIJTM�\W�1ZIYQ�KW]V\MZI\\IKS[��<]KSMZ�2WVM[�������
�����1N �[]KKM[[N]T��\PM�1ZIYQ�XTIV�KW]TL�PI^M�LMUWZIT-
QbML�+WITQ\QWV�MٺWZ\[�IVL�TML�\W�\PM�UI[[�UMLQI�Y]M[-
\QWVQVO�?M[\MZV�QV^WT^MUMV\�QV�\PM�_IZ��+WTWVMT�*WaL�
theorized that a force who was committed to attrition 

7XMZI\QWV�,M[MZ\�;\WZU�QV�MIZTa��!!��[\IVL[�I[�IV�
QUXZM[[Q^M�UQTQ\IZa�^QK\WZa�NWZ�\PM�=VQ\ML�;\I\M[�TML�
Coalition against Iraq. The allied Coalition quickly 
gained the upper hand using their aerial capabilities, 
and then engaged the Iraqi army on land, routing the 
enemy within four days (“The Gulf  War, 1991” n.d.), 
with the campaign itself  lasting only forty-two days. 
<PM�[MML[�WN �\PQ[�^QK\WZa�_MZM�[W_V�Ja�+WTWVMT�2WPV�
*WaL��+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�_WZS�WV�UQTQ\IZa�[\ZI\MOa�QV�\PM�
�!��¼[�XZW^ML�\W�JM�QV^IT]IJTM�\W�7XMZI\QWV�,M[MZ\�
;\WZU��1V�\PQ[�XIXMZ�1�_QTT�IZO]M�\PI\�*WaL¼[��!���
XZM[MV\I\QWV�8I\\MZV[�WN �+WVÆQK\��I�[MUQVIT�_WZS�WV�
UQTQ\IZa�[\ZI\MOa��OZMI\Ta�QVÆ]MVKML�7XMZI\QWV�,M[MZ\�
;\WZU�IVL�\PI\�I�^QK\WZa�QV�[]KP�I�[PWZ\�XMZQWL�WN �\QUM�
_Q\P�[W�NM_�ITTQML�KI[]IT\QM[��_W]TL�PI^M�JMMV�QUXW[[Q-
JTM�_Q\PW]\�+WTWVMT�*WaL�

�*WZV�QV��!����+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�MIZTa�TQNM�_I[�LWUQVI\-
ML�Ja�\PM�VMML�\W�JM�I�XZWL]K\Q^M�UMUJMZ�WN �[WKQM\a�
[QVKM�PQ[�NI\PMZ�LQML�MIZTa�WV�QV�PQ[�TQNM��*ZW_V���� ��
����0M�MVTQ[\ML�QV�\PM�)QZ�)ZUa�+WZX[�I\�\PM�MVL�WN �
World War II, and later gained a limited amount of  
M`XMZQMVKM�[MZ^QVO�I[�I�ÅOP\MZ�XQTW\�QV�\PM�3WZMIV�?IZ�
�*ZW_V���� �����!���0M�UILM�I�VIUM�NWZ�PQU[MTN �QV�
\PM��!��[�I[�I�ÅOP\MZ�XQTW\��6QKSVIUML�¹.WZ\a�;MKWVL�
*WaLº��PM�KPITTMVOML�IVL�LMNMI\ML�IVa�WXXWVMV\�]V-
LMZ�NWZ\a�[MKWVL[�QV�[QU]TI\ML�IQZ�KWUJI\��<PM�)^QI\QWV�
0Q[\WZa�7V�4QVM�5][M]U��������-^MV\]ITTa�PM�ZM�
_ZW\M�\PM�JWWS�NWZ�ÅOP\MZ�XQTW\�\IK\QK[�JMKI][M�PM�_I[�
[W�OWWL�I\�\PM[M�XZIK\QKM�LWOÅOP\[���/ZMMVM�������������
1V��!����PM�[MZ^ML�I[�\PM�>QKM�+WUUIVLMZ�WN �<I[S�
.WZKM�)TXPI�QV�\PM�>QM\VIU�?IZ��*ZW_V���� �������
*a��!����+WTWVMT�*WaL�ZM\QZML�NZWU�IK\Q^M�[MZ^QKM��J]\�
arguably his most important contributions lay ahead 
�*ZW_V���� ���!��

+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�8I\\MZV[�WN �+WVÆQK\�MUXPI[QbML�[XMML�
and unpredictability to induce an internal collapse of  
the enemy’s system. According to Frans Osinga, Colo-
VMT�*WaL¼[�OWIT�_I[�\W�PI^M�\PM�MVMUa¼[�[a[\MU�KWTTIX[M�
due to the ambiguity caused by your actions, which is 
WVTa�XW[[QJTM�QV�I�Æ]QL�MV^QZWVUMV\�\PI\�OQ^M[�TQ\\TM�\QUM�
to react and a lack of  good options at hand for your 
MVMUa��������������+WTWVMT�*WaL�IZO]M[�\PI\�\PM�SMa�
\W�\PQ[�[\ZI\MOa�Q[�\PZW]OP��¹^IZQM\a��ZIXQLQ\a��PIZUWVa��
IVL�QVQ\QI\Q^Mº��*WaL������������>IZQM\a�Q[�\PM�UMIV[�WN �
actions you can take, rapidity is at the speed you can 
IKPQM^M�\PW[M�IK\QWV[��PIZUWVa�Q[�\PM�KW�WXMZI\QWV�JM-
\_MMV�[MXIZI\M�]VQ\[�\W�XZM^MV\�TW[\�\QUM��IVL�QVQ\QI\Q^M�
is the ability to act and adapt as the situation requires 
�*WaL�����������
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warfare wanted to break the enemy’s will and hold the 
\MZZIQV��1V�WZLMZ�\W�IKPQM^M�^QK\WZa��1ZIY�I\\MUX\ML�\W�
][M�I\\ZQ\QWV�_IZNIZM�\W�\PMQZ�IL^IV\IOM���*WaL�������
������<PM�WVTa�_Ia�\W�LMNMI\�IV�MV\ZMVKPML�MVMUa�_I[�
\W�UW^M�_Q\P�[XMML��]VXZMLQK\IJQTQ\a��IVL�I�_MTT�XTIKML�
UIVM]^MZ��+WTWVMT�*WaL�\PMWZQbML�\PI\�\PQ[�UIVM]^MZ��
QN �Q\�_I[�LWVM�KWZZMK\Ta�_W]TL��¹\QM�]X��LQ^MZ\��WZ�LZIQV�
I_Ia�IL^MZ[IZa�I\\MV\QWV�IVL�[\ZMVO\P�QV�WZLMZ�\W�
M`XW[M�I[�_MTT�I[�UMVIKM�IVL�M`XTWQ\�^]TVMZIJQTQ\QM[�WZ�
_MISVM[[M[�MT[M_PMZMº��*WaL������������
         
<W�+WTWVMT�*WaL��UIVM]^MZ�_IZNIZM�_W]TL�ZM[]T\�
in, “the widespread onset of  confusion and disorder, 
NZMY]MV\�MV^MTWXUMV\[��IVL�PQOP�XZQ[WVMZ�KW]V\[º�
�*WaL�������������)TTQML�KWUUIVLMZ[�\M[\ML�+WTWVMT�
*WaL¼[�\PMWZa��<PMa�PIL�KWV^QVKML�1ZIYQ�KWUUIVL-
ers that a frontal assault would come from the south, 
which thereby tied up enemy attention and allowed for 
\PM�¹TMN\�PWWSº��+Q\QVW�������� ����*a�\PM�MVL�WN �\PM�
ÅZ[\�LIa��XZWOZM[[�_I[�IKPQM^ML�ITUW[\�M^MZa_PMZM��I[�
some Iraqi soldiers had already surrendered. (Citino 
������� ����<PM�ZQOP\�ÆIVS�LZW^M�VWZ\P�\W�\PM�KQ\a�WN �
*I[ZI��_PMZM�\PMa�K]\�KWUU]VQKI\QWV[��IVL�NW]VL�
\PMU[MT^M[�\_MV\a�Å^M�UQTM[�QV\W�1ZIY�]VLM\MK\ML�
�+Q\QVW�������� ����<PM�¹TMN\�PWWSº�WN �\PM�XTIV�_MV\�
^QZ\]ITTa�]VWXXW[ML�I[�\PM�+WITQ\QWV�[_MX\�\PZW]OP�\PM�
]VO]IZLML�_M[\MZV�1ZIYQ�LM[MZ\�IVL�QV\W�3]_IQ\�[W�\PM�
Coalition could surround the Iraqi forces.  As a result 
of  this, the Coalition gained thousands of  prisoners of  
_IZ��+Q\QVW�������� ����+WITQ\QWV�NWZKM[�NW]VL�]VXZM-
XIZML�1ZIYQ�LQ^Q[QWV[�_Q\P�\PMQZ�ÆIVS[�M`XW[ML�IVL�I[�I�
ZM[]T\��LM[\ZWaML�\PMU�_Q\PW]\�[]ٺMZQVO�UIVa�+WITQ\QWV�
KI[]IT\QM[���+Q\QVW�������� ����<PM�=�;�>11�+WZX[�IVL�
XVIII Airborne Corps, who were responsible for the 
“left hook,” caught Iraqi defenders by surprise, since 
some of  them were facing the wrong way when Coali-
\QWV�NWZKM[�MUMZOML��+Q\QVW�������� ����<PM�=�;�+WZX[�
QV^WT^ML�UIVIOML�\W�LM[\ZWa�U]T\QXTM�1ZIYQ�LQ^Q[QWV[��
QVKT]LQVO�\PM�1ZIYQ�ZM[MZ^M�IVL�[WUM�WN �\PM�:MX]JTQKIV�
/]IZL��+Q\QVW�������� ����1V�WVM�MVKW]V\MZ�_Q\P�I�
0IUU]ZIJQ�:MX]JTQKIV�/]IZL�NWZKM��\PM���\P�1VNIV\Za�
surprisingly, despite the result of  the attack, only had 
WVM�_W]VLML��+Q\QVW��������  ��
         
+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�\PMWZQM[�WV�UIVM]^MZ�_IZNIZM�IKPQM^ML�
its goal because, “Coalition forces destroyed more than 
\PQZ\a�LQ^Q[QWV[��KIX\]ZML�WZ�LM[\ZWaML�VMIZTa�NW]Z�\PW]-
sand tanks, and took almost ninety thousand prisoners 
QV�TM[[�\PIV�NW]Z�LIa[�WN �ÅOP\QVOº��+Q\QVW��������  ���
,M[XQ\M�\PM�XZM�_IZ�M[\QUI\M�WN �XW[[QJTM�KI[]IT\QM[�QV�
\PM�\MV[�WN �\PW][IVL[��WVTa�TM[[�\PIV�����)UMZQKIV�
LMI\P[�WKK]ZZMLº��+Q\QVW��������  ��
         

1V�\PQ[�XIXMZ�1�PI^M�IZO]ML�\PI\�+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[��!���
XZM[MV\I\QWV�8I\\MZV[�WN �+WVÆQK\�OZMI\Ta�QVÆ]MVKML�
7XMZI\QWV�,M[MZ\�;\WZU�IVL�\PI\�I�^QK\WZa�QV�[]KP�
a short period of  time with so few allied casualties, 
_W]TL�PI^M�JMMV�QUXW[[QJTM�_Q\PW]\�+WTWVMT�*WaL��0Q[�
\PMWZQM[�WV�^IZQM\a��ZIXQLQ\a��PIZUWVa��QVQ\QI\Q^M��IVL�WV�
\PM�JZWILMZ�\PMUM[�WN �UIVM]^MZ�IVL�I\\ZQ\QWV�[\aTM[�
WN �_IZNIZM��OI^M�+WITQ\QWV�KWUUIVLMZ[�IV�M`IUXTM�
NZWU�_PQKP�\PMa�KW]TL�W^MZ_PMTU�IVL�[]ZZW]VL�1ZIYQ�
NWZKM[�_Q\PW]\�[]ٺMZQVO�PQOP�TW[[M[��<PZW]OP�\PM�][M�
WN �+WTWVMT�*WaL¼[�\PMWZQM[��7XMZI\QWV�,M[MZ\�;\WZU�
ended with a low amount of  American casualties and a 
+WITQ\QWV�^QK\WZa�QV�R][\�NWZ\a�\_W�LIa[��1VLMML��+WTWVMT�
*WaL¼[�[MUQVIT�8I\\MZV[�WN �+WVÆQK\�XZM[MV\I\QWV�UIa�
PI^M�KWV\ZQJ]\ML�\W�PQ[�VMML�\W�JM�I�XZWL]K\Q^M�UMU-
ber of  society based upon the impact that his theories 
had on American war strategy.
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