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ABSTRACT: This policy paper explores the gendered 
vulnerabilities of  migrants seeking refuge from unliv-
able conditions in El Salvador, Honduras, and Guate-
mala (Northern Triangle Countries), who are forced to 
\PM�=�;��5M`QKW�JWZLMZ�IVL�[\ZIVLML�QV�JWZLMZ�KIUX[�
[\Z]VO�ITWVO�=�;��MV\Za�XWZ\[��1V�XIZ\QK]TIZ��Q\�M`IUQVM[�
the impacts of  four immigration and border policies 
initiated by the Trump administration, and details the 
compounded risks of  violence faced by displaced wom-
en and gender-diverse communities while travelling 
\W�\PM�JWZLMZ�IVL�QV�JWZLMZ�MVKIUXUMV\[��5QOZIV\[�
seeking asylum experience a range of  physical and 
psychosocial trauma, and their safety is contingent on 
the varying stakeholder positions of  the American and 
Mexican governments, transnational non-governmental 
organizations, and the United Nations High Com-
UQ[[QWVMZ�NWZ�:MN]OMM[��=60+:���1V�M^IT]I\QVO�\PM�
barriers to accessing basic resources and legal support 
faced by marginalized communities at the border, I 
argue that conditions in-camp require gender-sensi-
tive humanitarian interventions from the UNHCR as 
mandated by its ethical and legal obligation to protect 
\PM�ZQOP\[�WN �I[aT]U�[MMSMZ[��.WTTW_QVO�Ua�IVITa[Q[�WN �
the gendered vulnerabilities in border encampments 
and their historical roots, I then propose three potential 
policy choice sets to address the increasing urgency of  
\PM�KZQ[Q[�
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Executive Summery

As a result of  increasing violence in El Salvador, Hon-
duras, and Guatemala, also known as the Northern  
<ZQIVOTM�+W]V\ZQM[��\PMZM�PI[�JMMV�IV�QVÆ]`�WN �
migrants and asylum seekers to the United States and 
5M`QKW��.TM]Za��������0W_M^MZ��VM_�XWTQKQM[�QUXTM-
mented by the Trump administration directly impact-
QVO�I[aT]U�[MMSMZ[�I\�\PM�=�;��5M`QKW�JWZLMZ�PI^M� 
detrimentally altered the lives of  asylum seekers along 
=�;��MV\Za�XWZ\[��6IZMI����!���<PM�TQ^QVO�KWVLQ\QWV[�
and exacerbated vulnerabilities of  asylum-seekers 
awaiting entry in extremely dangerous Mexican  
shelters clearly indicate an urgent and growing humani-
\IZQIV�KZQ[Q[��,M[XQ\M�\PQ[��\PM�Q[[]M�WN �UISM[PQN\�JWZLMZ�
encampments and gender-based violence (GBV) facing 
asylum seekers stranded in Mexico remains under-re-
ported and unaddressed, and migrants situated in 
Mexican border towns are still waiting for humanitari-
IV�I[[Q[\IVKM��6IZMI����!���

?WUMV�IVL�OMVLMZ�LQ^MZ[M�UQOZIV\[�IZM�[]JRMK\ML�\W�
the compounded risks of  violence at home, violence in 
encampments, and violence in immigration detention 
KMV\MZ[��8IZQ[P��������<PMQZ�QVKZMI[ML�^]TVMZIJQTQ\a�Q[�
a result of  gender-discriminatory norms and roles, and 
the risk of  violence is only increasing as a result of  the 
recent implementation of  four dangerous immigration 
XWTQKQM[�Ja�\PM�<Z]UX�ILUQVQ[\ZI\QWV��.TM]Za��������
Namely, these are: an immigration “metering” policy, 
Migrant Protection Protocols, an Asylum Transit Ban, 
and the Prompt Asylum Claim Review/Humanitari-
IV�)[aT]U�ZM^QM_�8ZWKM[[�XWTQKQM[��.]Z\PMZ��QV�KIUX��
migrants are exposed to extortion, murder, kidnapping, 
abuse, and sexual assault from various criminal actors, 
and women often experience sexual violence and forced 
LQ[IXXMIZIVKM[�VMIZ�\PM�JWZLMZ��.TM]Za��������<PMZM�
are various urgent policy options at the UNHRC’s 
LQ[XW[IT�QV�ILLZM[[QVO�\PQ[�Q[[]M��.QZ[\��=6�IOMVKQM[�
could administer more on-the-ground humanitarian 
[]XXWZ\�NWZ�UQOZIV\[�[\ZIVLML�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ��;MKWVL��
the UNHCR could apply greater pressure to the US 
government in challenging the devastating consequenc-
M[�WN �VM_�QUUQOZI\QWV�XWTQKa��<PQZL��\PM�=60+:�
could further coordinate with partners and migrant 
women-led groups in the area to empower local 
support systems, health infrastructure, and increasing 
accessibility of  hotline services and information cam-
XIQOV[��=6�:MN]OMM�)OMVKa���=T\QUI\MTa��\PM�<Z]UX�
administration’s initiation of  catastrophic immigration 
policy is a blatant violation of  asylum policy and legal 
XZMKMLMV\��1V�ZM[XWV[M��\PM�QV\MZVI\QWVIT�KWUU]VQ\a�
has a responsibility to ensure a cultural and gender-sen-
sitive approach is taken to rectify the harm committed 
against migrants by cruel and unlawful American 
QUUQOZI\QWV�XWTQKQM[����

Statement of  the Issue

Applying a gender-sensitive lens to the danger facing 
women and gender-diverse migrants in encampments 
at the border is critical to understanding the degree 
WN �PIZU�\PMa�NIKM��<PM�OMVLMZML�KWV[MY]MVKM[�WN �
[MMSQVO�I[aT]U�I\�\PM�=�;���5M`QKW�JWZLMZ�PI^M�JMMV�
M`IKMZJI\ML�I[�I�ZM[]T\�WN �\PM�+7>1,��!�XIVLMUQK��
making it critical for UN agencies to focus attention 
on the more at-risk migrants, like women and gen-
LMZ�LQ^MZ[M�I[aTMM[��.TM]Za��������;\ZIVLML�_WUMV��
trans, and queer migrants at the border lack access to 
menstrual hygiene products and healthcare services, 
face an increased risk of  sexual violence, exploitation 
and bodily harm, and experience a range of  physical 
IVL�X[aKPW[WKQIT�\ZI]UI��8IZQ[P��������4/*<91)��
migrants in particular are often “targets of  violence” in 
their origin states, and are hyper-visible and unprotect-
ed by border agents and police in the migratory process 
�4]JPuQL��������!���<PQ[�WN\MV�ZM[]T\[�QV�I�TIKS�WN �
access to critical health care services while in detention, 
facing discriminatory treatment and verbal abuse by 
security actors, and being forced into homelessness and 
¹[]Z^Q^IT�[M`�_WZSº�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ��4]JPuQL��������!���
To this end, trans migrants are frequently subjected to 
gendered violence while in detention facilities, includ-
ing the “denial of  hormones and appropriate medical 
care,” and for trans women, detention in all-male 
NIKQTQ\QM[��4]JPuQL�������������

According to Amnesty International, between 60 and 
 ��XMZKMV\�WN �NMUITM�UQOZIV\[�\ZI^MTTQVO�\PZW]OP�5M`-
ico are raped while travelling, and despite the danger, 
many still pursue the journey as a result of  GBV and 
LQ[KZQUQVI\QWV�QV�\PMQZ�PWUM�KW]V\ZQM[��8IZQ[P��������
After leaving home, migrants are met with highly 
gendered encampments on the “basis of  demograph-
QK�IVL�MKWVWUQK�[\Z]K\]ZM[¼¼��2MV[MV����!���<P][��
understanding how socio-cultural views on masculinity 
and heterosexuality impact survivors of  sexual violence 
is necessary to fully grasp the scope of  the challenges 
facing women and gender-diverse migrants (Jensen 
���!���?WUMV�IZM�WN\MV�¹[aUJWTQbML�I[�UW\PMZ[º�IVL�
caretakers of  children and are frequently represented 
by the amalgamated term “womenandchildren,” reduc-
ing their agency as individuals and community leaders 
QV�KIUX��2MV[MV����!��;RWJMZO�IVL�/MV\Za�����������
Alternatively, “manhood is equated with violence,” and 
[Q\M[�WN �^QWTMVKM�IVL�]VZM[\��Q�M��JWZLMZ�KIUX[���WN\MV�
serve as “amplifying circles” for masculine dominance 
IVL�QUJITIVKML�OMVLMZ�XW_MZ�LaVIUQK[��2MV[MV����!���
Since the makeup of  border encampments is constant-
ly changing with the arrival of  new groups, it can be 
LQٻK]T\�\W�NW[\MZ�I�¹[MV[M�WN �KWUU]VQ\aº�IVL�[WTQLIZQ\a�
JM\_MMV�_WUMV�UQOZIV\[��2MV[MV����!���)LLQ\QWVITTa��
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much else to protect migrants in the encampments 
IVL�Q[�]VLMZ�XZM[[]ZM�NZWU�\PM�=�;��OW^MZVUMV\�
\W�ILLZM[[�\PM�QVÆ]`�WN �[\ZIVLML�UQOZIV\[�I[�IV�
»MVNWZKMUMV\¼�Q[[]M��+I[IZM[�IVL�+IZQTTW�������

• NGOs: Essential healthcare services are adminis-
\MZML�NZWU�=;�JI[ML�VWVXZWÅ\[��_PQKP�IZM�[PW]T-
dering the majority of  the burden for providing 
on-the-ground services with limited capacity (Na-
ZMI�����!���;WUM�[PMT\MZ[�IVL�QVNWZUIT�[KPWWTQVO�
[a[\MU[�PI^M�IT[W�JMMV�QVQ\QI\ML�Ja�VWVXZWÅ\[�IVL�
^WT]V\MMZ[�_WZSQVO�QV�\PM�IZMI��6IZMI����!��� 

A brief  timeline of  U.S. immigration policy at the border shows:  

• April 2018"�=;�QUUQOZI\QWV�WٻKQIT[�NWZUITQbM�I�
“metering” policy, which is the “practice of  allow-
ing a limited number of  asylum seekers into ports 
of  entry” per day where migrants are left awaiting 
the opportunity to request asylum at the border 
�0:?��������5WZM�ZMKMV\Ta��\PM�<Z]UX�ILUQV-
istration has begun metering Mexican asylum 
seekers despite claims of  “fear of  return” to their 
PWUM�KWVLQ\QWV[��0:?��������<PMZM�IZM�UIVa�
days where no migrants are removed from the 
CBP “list” through which people can be admitted 
IVL�XZWKM[[ML�\W�ZMY]M[\�I[aT]U��)1+��������

• December 2018: The administration announces 
a new program called “Migrant Protection Pro-
\WKWT[º��)1+��������)[�WN �2IV]IZa�������\PM�588�
XWTQKa�Q[�IK\Q^M�QV�[M^MV�=�;��JWZLMZ�\W_V[��IVL�
migrants can be transported by CPB to Mexico 
at a location “far from where they arrived” at 
\PM�JWZLMZ��)1+��������<PM�588�XZWKM[[�Q[�IT[W�
discretionary and arbitrary, and made by individ-
]IT�+*8�WٻKMZ[�IVL�*WZLMZ�8I\ZWT�IOMV\[��)1+�
�������5QOZIV\[�WN\MV�NIKM�QV[\Q\]\QWVIT�JIZZQMZ[�
to exercising their right to seek asylum and can 
resort to dangerous methods to seek entry to the 
=�;��QTTMOITTa�_PMV�TWWSQVO�\W�M[KIXM�\PM�LIVOMZW][�
KWVLQ\QWV[�QV�5M`QKW��;KPIKPMZ����!���

• July 2019: The Trump administration declares an 
Asylum Transit Ban for “any individuals who enter 
the United States at the ‘southern land border’ 
after transitioning through another country and 
TMI^QVO�\PMQZ�PWUMº��)1+��������<PM�JIV�IXXTQM[�
to all migrants crossing the border after July 16th, 
irrespective of  immigration status or method of  
MV\Za��)1+��������1\�LWM[�VW\�UISM�M`KMX\QWV[�
for unaccompanied children, and its application 
depends on an individual’s status under the asylum 
XZWKM[[��)1+��������

• October 2019: The CBP begins two pilot pro-
grams, the Prompt Asylum Claim Review (PACR) 
for Mexican nationals, and the Humanitarian 

women and gender-diverse migrants at border camps 
often face a “lack of  education, individual documenta-
tion, economic self-reliance,” and resources needed to 
UMLQI\M�/*>��2MV[MV����!���<PQ[�¹K]T\]ZM�WN �KZ]MT\aº�
means that marginalized migrants are faced with severe 
violence, and obstructed access to accountability mea-
[]ZM[�IVL�KZQ\QKIT�PMITQVO�ZM[W]ZKM[��4]JPuQL������������
These barriers, coupled with the conditions in-camp 
make UNHCR humanitarian intervention a necessary 
measure in alleviating and preventing gender-based 
PIZU��

Background

=�;��QUUQOZI\QWV�KWV\ZWT[�PI^M�[MZ^ML�\W�ZMXZWL]KM�
ideals of  the ‘transnational’ and the ‘national’ as “sites 
WN �QVMY]ITQ\aº��4]QJPMQL������������*a�NZIUQVO�QUUQ-
gration as a matter of  “individual decision-making” 
as opposed to an issue of  “transitional dynamics and 
inequalities,” American immigration controls render 
migrants outside of  a “white, patriarchal, heterosexual, 
middle-class” framework to a status of  disposable and 
KZQUQVITQbML�»7\PMZ¼��4]QJPuQL������������:MKWOVQbQVO�
GBV and discrimination against women as a result of  
intersecting oppressions, and both a cause and risk of  
migration is crucial to understanding the current state 
WN �IٺIQZ[��:]a[[MV���;ITWUWVM���� ��������)KKWZLQVO�
to the OECD Development Centre’s Social Institutions 
IVL�/MVLMZ�1VLM`��;1/1���\PMZM�IZM�Å^M�LQUMV[QWV[�WN �
oppressive social institutions that disproportionately 
IٺMK\�UQOZIV\�_WUMV¼[�TQ^M[#�\PM[M�QVKT]LM�I�¹LQ[KZQU-
inatory family code, restricted physical integrity, son 
bias, restricted resources and assets, and restricted civil 
TQJMZ\QM[º��:]a[[MV���;ITWUWVM���� ���� ���/MVLMZML�
UQOZI\QWV�XI\\MZV[�IT[W�ZMÆMK\�MKWVWUQK�WXXWZ\]VQ\a�
and network ties, as well as political instability and  
national security conditions in nations of  origin  
�,WVI\W������� ����5QOZIV\[�IVL�I[aT]U�[MMSMZ[�NIKM�
harsh realities at the border as a result of  decisions 
made by critical stakeholders in the crisis, including the 
United States and Mexican governments, and various 
United Nations entities and non-governmental organi-
bI\QWV[��6/7[���

A brief  overview of  political stakeholder positions:
 
• United States: <PM�=�;��[MV\�IZW]VL����!5�QV�

IQL�\W�5M`QKW�QV����!�\W�[]XXWZ\�UQOZIV\[��J]\�PI[�
done little else to alleviate the challenges facing 
UQOZIV\[�QV�JWZLMZ�KIUX[��6IZMI����!���

• Mexico: Migrant shelters are at capacity in Mex-
ico, and the government has deployed its National 
Guard and military to increase security measures 
in border towns and opened a limited number 
WN �[PMT\MZ[��6IZMI����!���<PM�[\I\M�PI[�VW\�LWVM�
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vulnerable, women and gender-diverse migrants lack 
critical protection and healing resources while in-camp, 
IVL�WVTa����
�WN �UQOZIV\[�ZMKMQ^M�I[aT]U�I\�\PM�
JWZLMZ��3MTTMa����!���+TMIZTa��\PM�LIVOMZW][�KWVLQ\QWV[�
in encampments should be a primary international 
P]UIVQ\IZQIV�KWVKMZV��

Recommendations

Policy Choice Sets and Consequences
1. Deploy humanitarian workers on the 

ground and increase general presence in the 
area.   
Merits: Migrants in particularly vulnerable 
encampments are in need of  greater humanitar-
ian aid in order to access basic supplies like food 
IVL�JMLLQVO��6IZMI����!���7VM�WN �\PM�UMZQ\[�WN �
deploying humanitarian workers on the ground 
to manage the tent camps and ensure the provi-
sion of  basic necessities is reliable camp oversight 
�6IZMI����!���;INM�[]XMZ^Q[QWV�IVL�KWUU]VQ\a�
leadership for women and gender-diverse migrants 
is currently lacking since many camps are run 
by the migrants themselves with little oversight 
NZWU�\PM�5M`QKIV�OW^MZVUMV\��6IZMI����!���<PQ[�
means that women and gender-diverse migrants 
who are vulnerable to violent assault and exploita-
tion within the camps from criminal actors do not 
have the necessary protection or resources needed 
\W�[]Z^Q^M��6IZMI����!���)VW\PMZ�UMZQ\�WN �LMXTWa-
ing humanitarian workers includes increasing the 
provision of  “basic hygiene kits [and], support to 
local authorities in identifying health issues,” and 
information to asylees about their legal options, 
which has proved helpful in ensuring protection 

Asylum Review Process (HARP) for non-Mex-
QKIV�VI\QWVIT[��)1+��������1VQ\QI\ML�QV�-T�8I[W��
these programs are designed to keep migrants in 
short-term detention facilities during the expe-
LQ\ML�ZMUW^IT�XZWKM[[��)1+��������8ZQWZ�\W�\PM[M�
interventions, individuals who were not subject 
to MPP and placed in the “expedited removal’ 
process were sent to ICE detention centers if  they 
demonstrated a “credible fear of  persecution” 
�)1+��������)OIQV[\�XZW\WKWT��UQOZIV\[�IZM�WN\MV�
held by CBP for weeks in freezing conditions with 
“limited access to hygiene, and inadequate food 
IVL�_I\MZº��)1+��������

?PQTM�UIVa�WN �\PM[M�XZWOZIU[�IZM�JMQVO�KPITTMVOML�
in court, the state of  asylum at the border has dras-
\QKITTa�KPIVOML�QV����!�IVL�������IVL�UQOZIV\[�IZM�
still stranded in dangerous conditions with limited 
government assistance and access to basic necessities 
�0:?���������5IVLI\QVO�\PI\�+*8�[MVL�\PW][IVL[�WN �
migrants back to countries that do not have the neces-
sary temporary housing required to safely wait through 
the immigration process has resulted in the creation of  
border towns, rendering women and gender-diverse 
migrants vulnerable to the same violence and discrim-
QVI\QWV�\PMa�_MZM�TWWSQVO�\W�M[KIXM��<PM�OZI^Q\a�WN �
this crisis cannot be overstated - as of  May 2020, there 
have been at least 1,114 reported cases of  murder, rape, 
torture, kidnapping, and other violent assault against 
vulnerable asylum seekers victim to the MPP policy 
ZM[QLQVO�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ��0:.��������<PM[M�ÅO]ZM[�IZM�
likely an underrepresentation of  the gendered harm 
facing migrants, as the vast majority of  those subject 
to MPP have not been interviewed or had access to 
TMOIT�[]XXWZ\��0:.��������,M[XQ\M�JMQVO�QVKZMI[QVOTa�
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KZ]MT�WZ�QVP]UIV�\ZMI\UMV\º��0:?��������/Q^MV�
that women and gender-diverse migrants are also 
at risk of  GBV violence in their home countries, 
challenging MPP accounts for the unique position 
gendered migrants are in, where they are not safe 
I\�PWUM�WZ�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ�� 
 
Accordingly, this approach presents more of  an 
ethical and legal obligation than a series of  “mer-
its,” but if  successful in court it could radically 
change the future of  the treatment of  migrants 
I\�\PM�JWZLMZ�NWZ�\PM�JM\\MZ��?PQTM�\PM�=60+:�
ÅTML�IV�IUQK][�JZQMN �IOIQV[\�\PM�588�XWTQKa�_Q\P�
the Ninth Circuit Court of  Appeals, the Supreme 
Court allowed protocols to continue while on ap-
XMIT��/]MZZMZW��������6M^MZ\PMTM[[��KWV\QV]QVO�\W�
IXXTa�XZM[[]ZM�\W�\PM�=�;��OW^MZVUMV\��M[XMKQITTa�
in the midst of  a presidential transition and new 
foreign policy agenda, could have hopeful results 
NWZ�I[aTMM[�[]JRMK\�\W�^QWTMVKM�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ�� 
 
Drawbacks:�,M[XQ\M�\PM�[QOVQÅKIV\�UMZQ\�WN �
challenging MPP, this crisis requires intervention 
XWTQKQM[�\PI\�KIV�JM�MVIK\ML�[_QN\Ta��>QWTMVKM�IVL�
KWVÆQK\�Q[�Y]QKSTa�QV\MV[QNaQVO��IVL�\PM�R]LQKQIT�
process for striking down policy is long and ardu-
W][��,M[TIVLM[��������5IZOQVITQbML�UQOZIV\[�IVL�
asylum seekers, in particular, are in urgent need of  
I\\MV\QWV�WZ�KIZM��?Q\PW]\�Y]QKS�QV\MZ^MV\QWV��\PM�
violence they face goes unaddressed, and they lack 
\PM�VMKM[[IZa�ZM[W]ZKM[�\W�PMIT��0MVKM��I�XW\MV\QIT�
drawback of  this strategy would be the lengthy 
timeline involved in pursuing a legal case and 
\PM�]VKMZ\IQV\a�WN �[]KKM[[��)VW\PMZ�XW\MV\QIT�ZQ[S�
of  challenging the MPP policy is the UNHCR’s 
ZMTQIVKM�WV�N]VLQVO�NZWU�\PM�=�;��OW^MZVUMV\�NWZ�
other humanitarian initiatives serving refugees 
IVL�I[aT]U�[MMSMZ[�_WZTL_QLM��6IZMI����!���1V�
���!��\PM�=�;��KWV\ZQJ]\ML�IZW]VL�������JQTTQWV�\W�
helping displaced people worldwide, and while it 
is necessary to explore new sources of  funding for 
humanitarian initiatives, losing American sup-
port could jeopardize the well-being of  migrants 
QV\MZVI\QWVITTa��6IZMI����!���1\�Q[�IT[W�QUXWZ\IV\�
to note that since the UNHCR was not involved 
QV�¹QVQ\QIT�LQ[K][[QWV[º�JM\_MMV�\PM�=�;��IVL�
Mexico about MPP, they are not “in contact with 
=�;��I]\PWZQ\QM[�º�VWZ�XZQ^a�\W�QUUQOZI\QWV�XWTQKa�
LQ[K][[QWV��6IZMI����!��� 

3. Support women-led support groups and 
migrant workers in the area to increase 
camp and host community capacity.  
 
Merits: On the border, many female migrants 

L]ZQVO�\PM�XIVLMUQK��/]MZZMZW�������� 
 
Drawbacks: This policy would result in a sig-
VQÅKIV\�[PQN\�WN �ZM[XWV[QJQTQ\a�NWZ�MV[]ZQVO�\PM�
[INM\a�WN �UQOZIV\[�NZWU�\PM�5M`QKIV�IVL�=�;��
OW^MZVUMV\[�\W�\PM�=60+:��<PQ[�_W]TL�UMIV�
less accountability on behalf  of  the states causing 
the crisis and a potentially limited ability for the 
UNHCR to help since it does not dictate policy 
KPIVOM[�WZ�TMOQ[TI\QWV�\W�MV[]ZM�I�TWVO�\MZU�Å`�
NWZ�\PM�KZQ[Q[��6IZMI����!���,M[XQ\M�XZW^QLQVO�
ÅVIVKQIT�[]XXWZ\��TMOIT�IQL��IVL�[INM�PW][QVO�NWZ�
asylum seekers, the “long-term stability of  refugees 
ZMUIQV[�I�KWVKMZVº��=60+:��������<PQ[�TIKS�WN �
support would disproportionately impact mar-
ginalized asylum seekers, particularly women and 
gender-diverse communities, who are in urgent 
VMML�WN �TWVO�\MZU�[INM�TQ^QVO�Y]IZ\MZ[�� 
 
Another potential drawback is the lack of  ac-
KW]V\IJQTQ\a�WV�JMPITN �WN �XWTQ\QKIT�IK\WZ[��<PM�=6�
Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement note 
that it is a government’s responsibility to “address, 
prevent, and remedy internal forced displace-
ment,” placing humanitarian actors in an unclear 
position when it comes to directly intervening in 
=�;��5M`QKW�XWTQ\QKIT�IٺIQZ[��,M[TIVLM[���������1V�
WZLMZ�\W�MV[]ZM�\PM�[][\IQVIJQTQ\a�WN �MٺWZ\[�UILM�
by international humanitarian organizations, there 
must also be the corresponding political infra-
[\Z]K\]ZM�\W�[\WX�\PM�KZQ[Q[�NZWU�N]Z\PMZ�[XQZITQVO��
?Q\PW]\�XWTQKa�KPIVOM[��QV\MZVI\QWVIT�IQL�Q[�[QUXTa�
I�UMIV[�NWZ�KZQ[Q[�UMLQI\QWV��VW\�KZQ[Q[�XZM^MV\QWV� 

2. Challenge “Remain in Mexico” policy.  
  
Merits: The immigration policies imposed by the 
Trump administration has resulted in disaster for 
thousands of  people and indicate a “full disman-
\TQVO�WN �\PM�=;�I[aT]U�[a[\MUº��)UVM[\a���� ���
Thus, an alternative approach to tackling the 
gendered crisis at the border would be to outward-
Ta�KPITTMVOM�\PM�XWTQKQM[�\PMU[MT^M[��6W\�WVTa�Q[�
MPP a violation of  international law by “increas-
QVO�IZJQ\ZIZa�IVL�QVLMÅVQ\M�LM\MV\QWV�WN �I[aT]U�
seekers” and enforcing degrading treatment, it 
also “undermines the international framework for 
ZMN]OMM�XZW\MK\QWVº��)UVM[\a���� ���.]Z\PMZUWZM��
regardless of  whether the United States has signed 
\PM��!���+WV^MV\QWV�WV�\PM�;\I\][�WN �:MN]OMM[��
all countries are bound to the international law 
XZQVKQXTM�WN �¹VWV�ZMNW]TMUMV\º��;KPIKPMZ����!���
In other words, a government should not return 
a person to a country where they are “at risk of  
being subjected to persecution, torture, or other 
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and other various communication tools is limited 
�=60+:��������6M^MZ\PMTM[[��\PQ[�TQUQ\I\QWV�PI[�
been overcome by UNHCR information cam-
paigns in other refugee camps, where community 
leaders, health workers, and social workers use 
XTI\NWZU[�TQSM�?PI\[)XX�\W�LMTQ^MZ�SMa�UM[[IOM[�
\W�KWUU]VQ\QM[��=60+:��������;QUQTIZ�UM\PWL[�
could be applied to overcome communication 
challenges at the border camps in Mexico, and po-
tentially side-step the consequences of  increasing 
QV�XMZ[WV�P]UIVQ\IZQIV�IQL�QV�\PM�XIVLMUQK��

 
Recommendation: Choice III

Addressing the gendered consequences of  the 
=�;��5M`QKW�JWZLMZ�KZQ[Q[�Ja�[]XXWZ\QVO�_WUMV�TML�
migrant groups and workers in border encampments 
IXXTQM[�I�VMKM[[IZa�OMVLMZ�[XMKQÅK�TMV[�\W�\PM�Q[[]M��
?PQTM�+PWQKM[�1�IVL�11�IZM�^QIJTM�IXXZWIKPM[�\W�\PM�
crisis, Choice III addresses the need for both swift and 
[][\IQVIJTM�P]UIVQ\IZQIV�QV\MZ^MV\QWV[��.]Z\PMZ��[QVKM�
Choice III applies a gender-sensitive perspective to the 
migrant crisis, it addresses a critical part of  ensur-
QVO�\PI\�XWTQKQM[�_QTT�ZMUIQV�MٺMK\Q^M��2MV[MV����!���
Gender-based initiatives in-camp must be designed and 
implemented by women and gender-diverse migrants 
in order to identify key areas of  need and alleviate 
harm for the long term, as the best solutions to violence 
against vulnerable peoples often come from those 
[]JRMK\ML�\W�^QWTMVKM��.]Z\PMZ�+PWQKM�111�ILLZM[[M[�\PM�
Q[[]M�WN �OMVLMZML�^QWTMVKM�IVL�KWVÆQK\�I\�\PM�JWZLMZ�
through a three-pronged approach: it works to disrupt 
oppressive beliefs about gender roles and norms in-
camp through information campaigns, distribute neces-
sary resources and strengthen health infrastructure by 
building safe communities, and ensure the sustainability 
of  the intervention for the long-term by working with 
_WUMV�TML�OZW]X[�IVL�UIZOQVITQbML�TMILMZ[�QV�KIUX��
 
Relying on changes in American immigration policy 
and Mexican camp oversight to stimulate long-term 
change and harm reduction is contingent on unpre-
LQK\IJTM�[\I\M�IOMVLI[�IVL�LWUM[\QK�QV\MZM[\[��?PQTM�
nation-states debate the disposability of  human life at 
the border, women and gender-diverse migrants remain 
subject to intensifying and ongoing abuse without the 
VMKM[[IZa�ZM[W]ZKM[�\W�PMIT�IVL�\PZQ^M��<PM�=60+:�
U][\�VW\�WVTa�KWVLMUV�\PM�=�;��ILUQVQ[\ZI\QWV¼[�
treatment of  Mexican asylum seekers at the border, 
but more importantly, ensure that migrants have access 
to critical resources in accordance with international 
TI_��)[�\PM�KZQ[Q[�QV\MV[QÅM[��\PM�]ZOMVKa�WN �N]Z\PMZ�
intervention has become self-evident, and overlooking 
\PM�\ZI]UI�IVL�QVR]Za�[]ٺMZML�Ja�\PW[M�_PW�M`XMZQ-
ence violence at the border would forgo the UNHCR’s 
ethical and legal obligation to protect the human rights 
WN �I[aT]U�[MMSMZ[�_WZTL_QLM�

work in an “informal economy” in dangerous 
conditions, while also facing routine abuse and 
LQ[KZQUQVI\QWV��=6�?WUMV��������7VM�WN �\PM�
greatest merits of  increasing community capacity 
by supporting women-led support groups in-camp 
is helping women and gender-diverse migrants 
JMKWUM�[MTN�[]ٻKQMV\��=6�?WUMV��������?PQTM�
the UN International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) currently works to help migrants obtain 
work permits, employment, accommodation, and 
cash assistance for basic necessities, expanding 
and localizing aid for women and gender-diverse 
migrants is a critical form of  harm reduction and 
^QWTMVKM�XZM^MV\QWV��6IZMI����!���.]VLQVO�TWKIT�
human rights organizations and support groups to 
facilitate training for migrant women, allow space 
for them to “share their experiences,” identify ar-
eas of  need, understand their rights, and “analyze 
migration from a gendered perspective” is import-
IV\�NWZ�TWVO�\MZU�PIZU�ZML]K\QWV��=6�?WUMV�
�������<PQ[�ITTW_[�_WUMV�\W�LM^MTWX�¹TMILMZ[PQX�
skills” in-camp and contribute to local economies, 
allowing for self-protection against exploitation 
IVL�NIKQTQ\I\QVO�KWUU]VQ\a�[WTQLIZQ\a��=6�?WUMV�
�������<PQ[�SQVL�WN �KWUU]VQ\a�J]QTLQVO�IT[W�TMVL[�
Q\[MTN �\W�KWUU]VQ\a�PMITQVO��*a�TWKITQbQVO�IQL��UQ-
grants who are victims of  GBV have the support 
of  their community in addition to quick access to 
KZQ\QKIT�PMIT\P�IVL�ÅVIVKQIT�ZM[W]ZKM[��)�NWK][�WV�
increasing community capacity and solidarity also 
allow opportunities for marginalized migrants, 
particularly those in the LGBTQIA+ community, 
to support one another in safe spaces while access-
QVO�PMIT\PKIZM�IVL�ÅVIVKQIT�IQL�VM\_WZS[�� 
 
Another merit of  working to support women-led 
groups in-camp is the inherent sustainability 
in skill-building and information dissemination 
XZWOZIU[��=60+:��������?WUMV�TML�ZMN]OMM�
programs that establish “community focal point 
systems” and “expand the availability of  hotline 
services” to link survivors of  GBV with social 
workers and counsellors have proved critical to 
disseminating information on mitigating and heal-
QVO�NZWU�/*>��=60+:��������<MIKPQVO�_WUMV�
their “legal rights and responsibilities” through 
“culturally sensitive information campaigns” is a 
necessary long-term humanitarian intervention to 
combat violence, by encouraging independence, 
and confronting patriarchy and structural disen-
NZIVKPQ[MUMV\�QV�JWZLMZ�KIUX[��2MV[MV����!��� 
 
Drawbacks: The logistical aspect of  information 
LQ[[MUQVI\QWV�QV�\PM�XIVLMUQK�Q[�KPITTMVOQVO��
?PQTM�\MKPVWTWOa�Q[�I�^IT]IJTM�ZM[W]ZKM�\W�XZW^QLM�
information to migrants, access to online platforms 
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